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Strategic Prevention Partnerships launched in 2019 to bring 
substance use prevention and mental health resources to 
Newport County. With high hopes of creating an organization 
to strengthen the Newport County Prevention Coalition and 
Newport County Behavioral Health System of Care, we ven-
tured into new and uncharted territory. We let our belief that 
we could make a difference for Newport County residents 
lead the way.

Three years later, our vision is coming to life! 
So, what do we do anyway?

Newport County Prevention Coalition works with com-
munity partners to decrease youth substance use (tobacco, 
vaping, alcohol and marijuana) and the often dangerous 
consequences of use (including car crashes, decreased school 
performance, depression, anxiety, sexual assault, and addic-
tion.) Known as primary prevention strategies, our efforts 
put policies, practices and programs in place to address the 
behaviors that put youth at risk — while simultaneously work-
ing to build the many factors that protect youth.

Newport County Behavioral Health System, known locally 
as No Wrong Door is developing a coordinated, interagency 
behavioral health system that improves access and outcomes 
of mental health and substance use care for individuals and 
families in Newport County. No Wrong Door works to meet 
the challenges of children, adults & families struggling with 
behavioral health needs due to disparities in health care ac-
cess and delivery.

We have a long way to go! Recent Listening Sessions held 
in each Newport County community have made clear the 
many obstacles that residents face when trying to access 
mental health services — trust that we hear you and we, 
along with our partners, are working on it!

Our Goal Is To Make a Difference for Newport County

What is Primary Prevention?
Prevention is the steps taken to prevent illness. 
Think of the common cold for example. Certain 
actions can prevent catching or spreading a cold.

Prevention for a Cold
n Wash hands with soap and water
n Disinfect kitchen, bathrooms
n Sneeze into tissues and discard them
n Avoid sharing items such as utensils
n Avoid close contact with people who have cold

Now apply that same theory to preventing youth 
substance use such as alcohol.

Prevention of Underage Drinking
n Keep alcohol out of the hands of youth by ensuring 
 that it is stored securely in your home.

n Talk regularly with your children about the risks 
 associated with alcohol use and reinforce a “no 
 underage drinking message.”

n Do not allow the possession or use of alcohol by 
 youth in your home or on your property.

n Communicate with other parents about your 
 expectations of no alcohol use by your children.



The Portsmouth Prevention Coalition (PPC) has partnered 
with the Portsmouth Police Department to bring a hands-on 
tool that demonstrates the effects of impaired and distracted 
driving to students and adults alike.

The SIDNE (Simulated Impaired Driving Experience) go-kart 
is a high-tech machine that allows licensed drivers to experi-
ence what it is like to drive while impaired — all under safe 
and controlled circumstances.

Portsmouth Prevention and Police Team Up With SIDNE Go-Kart
Initially, the go-kart will be used in health classes at Ports-
mouth High School to showcase its teaching capabilities and 
later introduced to a broader audience on Aquidneck Island 
and beyond.

Portsmouth Police Lieutenant Rick Ruest is heading up the 
program and is enthusiastic that it will be well-received in the 
community.

“We have been working hard to get this program off the 
ground since training with the vendor on how to implement 
the go-kart. We met with the Portsmouth High School ad-
ministration and department head of physical education and 
health. They’ve been very accommodating and supportive to 
help get this into their curriculum. We recently demonstrated 
SIDNE at the field house and got approval to use the venue so 
that we may begin classes in December,” Lt. Ruest said.

Joan Warren, Director of the PPC said partnering with the 
Portsmouth Police was a natural fit.

“The PPC and Portsmouth Police have a great relationship. 
They are very supportive of our programs and initiatives 
and have a solid seat at our prevention table. When they 
came to us with the go-kart proposal, we worked closely 
with the department to make it a reality,” Warren said.

The go-kart was funded by the PPC and the Newport County 
Prevention Coalition.

As of mid-November, the Newport County Prevention 
Coalition has trained over 100 residents and businesses in 
how to use Narcan. Narcan, sometimes called Naloxone, 
is a life saving medicine that can reverse the effects of an 
opioid overdose. 

Narcan has no effect on someone who is not 
experiencing an overdose and is easy to use. 
Anyone can be trained and carry Narcan. 
Besides training in the use of Narcan, we 
have given out over two hundred doses of 
Narcan along with kits that contain breathing 
barriers, medical gloves, information on the 
Good Samaritan Law and resources on local 
recovery and mental health organizations.

There are many reasons someone may 
experience an overdose. People could 
relapse from an opioid addiction, whereas others may 
have been co-prescribed opioids from multiple doctors. With 
the rise of Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid, overdoses are occur-

Coalition Focuses on Overdose Prevention With Narcan Training
ring where non-opioid drugs are being used. More commonly 
lately, ‘study drugs’ like Adderall that are purchased off the 
street have been found to contain Fentanyl.

Trainings have taken place all over the county from libraries 
and schools to bars and restaurants. The train-
ings are free and last about an hour to forty-
five minutes. If you are interested in becoming 
trained you can check out our website www.
newportcountyprevention.org/naloxone for 

upcoming trainings or reach out to 
allen@riprevention to schedule a 

training at your place of employment.

Sign up for our FREE
upcoming training session!

Training starts at 6pm in the
Little Compton Town Council 
Chambers.



Totally Preventable hosts Greg and Polly talk with Dan 
Fitzgerald about the amazing work being done by Chariho 
Youth Task Force engaging youth in prevention programs.

Dan is the Executive Director at Chariho Youth Task Force 
as well as National Senior Manager of Advocacy at The 
American Lung Association, and Trainer/Mentor of Activism 
at Truth Initiative. 

The Community Listening Session series began as an effort 
to better understand the needs of Newport County residents 
who have experience with accessing mental health and sub-
stance use services or have a family member who has experi-
ence with behavioral health treatment. Through our six listen-
ing sessions, we were able to engage with seventy Newport 
County residents.

Listening sessions were held on September 21st in Newport; 
September 28th in Middletown; October 3rd in Portsmouth; 
October 5th in Tiverton; October 12th in Jamestown, and on 
October 19th in Little Compton. Attendees were asked to 
offer their input regarding barriers for people to access qual-
ity mental health services as well as barriers for residents to 
receive quality substance use treatment. Information was ob-
tained via verbal and written feedback from participants and 
concluded with personal experiences, findings, and recom-
mendations. Through this initiative, No Wrong Door collected 
opinions on “what works” in terms of existing supports as well 
as areas of improvement for new or existing programs.

Participants’ feedback provided valuable information about 
what Newport County residents think regarding mental health 
and substance-use services offered. No Wrong Door coor-
dinators are examining feedback from locally held listening 
sessions in order to provide direct insight into what is working 
effectively and what needs improvement in the way mental 
health care is delivered; formal reports will be presented to 
providers to help us better assist those seeking behavioral 
health care.

On behalf of Strategic Prevention Partnerships and the 
Newport County Prevention Coalition, we would like to thank 
each person who participated in the series and the community 
organizers who helped advocate for residents to attend and 
share their experiences. Thank you to the public libraries of 
Newport County and the Little Compton Community Center 
for allowing us to hold our Listening Sessions and thank you 
to the staff who supported this initiative.

No Wrong Door Behavioral Health: 
Community Listening Sessions

Do you know of any active cessation programs for youth?

So now the Rhode Island Department of Health is putting 
a big investment into a new addition to their quit line. As 
you know, there is a tobacco helpline that they do staff and 
people can get free nicotine replacement therapy as part of 
that. They also are doing a big investment into a teen pro-
gram called My Life My Quit. It’s a really great, free program, 
and it’s available by text.

Why is it important to have youth at the table, and listen 
to them as well as value their opinion?

So often we think that young people are the leaders of 
tomorrow, as cheesy as it is, they’re the leaders right now. 
If you’re dismissing all young people, or any young people 
because it’s challenging to get them, you’re missing a huge 
part of what it means to live in the communities that you’re 
serving. I think the importance piece of engaged young 
people is around really setting the precedence that they are a 
major stakeholder in our communities. When we remove the 
“this is the way we’ve always done it” off the table, then a lot 
of incredible things can start to happen.

Hear the full Totally Preventable podcast “Community Pre-
vention at Chariho Youth Task Force with Dan Fitzgerald” on 
all of your favorite podcast platforms.

Dan Fitzgerald
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The Coalition Coordinator seeks to build a team of people 
and organizations committed to develop, implement, and 
monitor effective community-based prevention programs and 
enhance the community’s ability to address substance abuse 
issues facing youth.

The Tiverton/Little Compton Prevention Coalition is funded in 
part by the Newport County Prevention Coalition. From 1987 
to 2022 Tiverton and Little Compton have maintained two 
separate coalitions. In 2023, the Tiverton and Little Compton 
coalitions will merge to provide additional strength and effec-
tiveness to the prevention efforts of the members.

General Requirements
n Ability to work independently and maintain a flexible

schedule; must be available to work evenings and 
weekends when events dictate.

n Education in a human service area (broadly defined)
n Certified as a Prevention Specialist or willing to achieve

certification in a timely manner; must maintain certification
through renewal every two years.

n Excellent communication skills, group facilitation;
conflict resolution experience preferred

n Proficient computer skills
n Must pass BCI check as a condition of employment

Duties and Responsibilities
n Coordinate prevention efforts between the coalition and

community sectors, including: town government, police,
schools, mental health organizations, health care providers,
media, business community, religious organizations and
other relevant organizations;

n Inform community about coalition efforts; secure partner-
 ships; serve on relevant committees within communities

and recruit sector representatives;

n Collect data to assess community prevention needs; 
document and report on findings;

n Facilitate at least 10 coalition meetings per year; create/
distribute agenda and maintain accurate meeting minutes;

n Develop an annual prevention program plan and oversee 
implementation of coalition’s goals and objectives in 
collaboration with Newport County Prevention Coalition;

Opening – Tiverton/Little Compton Prevention Coalition Coordinator
n When appropriate, seek additional funding; write grants 

for activities related to the goals and objectives of the 
coalition; and oversee implementation/evaluation (when 
required.)

Relationship to Newport County Prevention Coalition
n Attend NCPC monthly meetings and trainings
n Keep coalition up to date on NCPC and state requirements
n Complete documentation forms and other related records 

as requested by NCPC.

Hours: 20 hours per week 
Supervision: Supervised by NCPC Director of Prevention 

For more information contact Polly Allen at 
allen@prevention.org

Coalition Events

Tiverton Prevention Coalition meeting  
December 13, 2022 at 10am via Zoom

Little Compton Prevention Coalition meeting 
December 13, 2022 at 1pm via Zoom

Portsmouth Prevention Coalition meeting 
December 14, 2022 at 8:30am via Zoom

Newport Prevention Coalition meeting
No December meeting 

Newport County Prevention Coalition 
Unhoused Event 
December 12, 2022 10am to 2pm

Narcan Training 
Little Compton Town Council Chambers 
Ongoing, ll trainings start at 6pm

For coalition meeting times, more details 
on these and other events, please visit 
www.newportcountyprevention.org

https://newportcountyprevention.org



